Ken\'s route to Calhoun County
Posted by Joe Sjostrom - 2009/03/13 22:32

lllinois Route 100, the Road to Calhoun County

Now when you get to Peoria, cross to the north (west) side of the the Illinois River and follow U.S. Route 24 about 40
miles to Lewistown, where you pick up Ill. Route 100.

Rt. 100 leads you southwest, criss-crossing the lllinois River for about 130 miles between Lewistown and Grafton
following some of the state’s prettiest riverfront scenery.

Rt. 100 enters Calhoun County near Bee Creek Road, about 80 miles north of St. Louis and continues south another 30
miles to Hardin, where we leave Rt. 100 (we're not going to Grafton on this trip) and switch to local roads—Illinois River
Road and Ferry Road—to the Golden Eagle crossroads, thence to Golden Eagle Ferry Road which leads to the banks of
the Mississippi River and a ferry board that will take you Missouri. (It's 20 miles from Hardin to the ferry.)

Calhoun County is a beautiful place with rock cliffs, open fields and orchards, settled by veterans of the Civil War as |
was told. There is a fresh water spring at Bee Creek where you may fill your canteen. Along Route 100 there are a few
do-it-yourself Mom and Pop restaurants. In Kampsuville stop at the Center for American Archeology visitor center

Leave early in the morning from home, you'll be home by very late evening.

Have a full tank when you get to this area. There are no services.

For ferry schedules see the internet site at http://www.greatriverroad.com/SecondaryPages/ferries.htm.

Ken Lively

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=Peoria+il&daddr=Lewistown,+lllinois+to:IL-
100%2Flllinois+Route+100%2FState+Route+100+to:IL-100+to:IL-
100%2FN+Park+St+to:lllinois+River+Rd+to:2+Story+Hill+Rd+to:Urna+Dr+to:IL-
100%2FE+Main+St+to:chicago+il&hl=en&geocode=%3B%3BFdi6 XAldfOqZ-g%3BFWciWgldL-yY-g%3BFfmJVQIdak6Z-
g%3BFXgLUgldZvaZ-g%3BFUsjUuQIld_A2a-g%3BFfskUQIdf7ma-g%3BFTibUgldID-c-
g%3B&mra=Is&via=2,3&rtol=0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8&dirflg=ht&sll=38.94953,-
90.467606&sspn=0.152458,0.213203&ie=UTF8&z=7

Re:Ken\'s route to Calhoun County
Posted by Jim Gordon - 2009/11/13 09:22

This is maybe about fifty miles SSW from the area where | was raised, and we went there many times over the years.
So, | can vouch for its great natural beauty. I'd particularly recommend the ride along the river from Grafton to Alton. Its
somewhat similar to Lake Shore Drive but in a far more rural setting. There is a getaway bed-and-breakfast near Grafton
called Tara Point. It sets high on a bluff overlooking the river and has a truly commanding view for many miles around—a
very romantic spot. Its known for that and for the exotic birds that encircle that area as well.
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